Does anticoagulation therapy prevent thrombosis in coronary stent grafts?
A polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE)-covered stent was deployed for enlarging coronary aneurysms in a 73-year-old man. Optical coherence tomography (OCT) and coronary angioscopy performed 3 months later revealed naked stent struts and thin patches of red thrombi covering the PTFE membrane even under dual antiplatelet therapy (DAPT). After 5-month warfarin administration under DAPT, OCT and angioscopy showed a clear extinction of the thin patches of red thrombi on the PTFE membrane and stent struts, although most of the struts were still naked. The addition of anticoagulation therapy to DAPT may reduce thrombosis events in patients treated with PTFE-covered stents.